Ridley School District

Primary Assessments

Grades 1 and 2

Purpose


The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System will be used for:

1. A benchmark standard for assessing reading level

2. Gaining diagnostic information for each student for instruction

3. Grouping students for instruction

4. Identifying students who need extra intervention and/or help

Procedures

1. Classroom teachers will test every student at the end of every trimester.  Paraprofessionals should not administer any assessment.

2. The following scores will be recorded for each student in grades 1 & 2 each trimester on Power Grade:

a. Running Record

b. Comprehension

c. Fluency

3. Use the Fountas & Pinnell Power Grade Rubric for recording scores for the benchmark books.

4. The benchmark books are:

a. Kindergarten

i. End of first trimester – Level A – Nonfiction – At the Park

ii. End of second trimester – Level B – Fiction – My Little Dog

iii. End of third trimester – Level C – Nonfiction – Shopping

b. First Grade

i. End of first trimester – Level D – Fiction – The Nice Little House

ii. End of second trimester – Level F – Fiction – Anna’s New Glasses

iii. End of third trimester – Level H – Nonfiction – Trucks

c. Second Grade

i. End of first trimester – Level I – Fiction – The Best Cat

ii. End of second trimester – Level K – Fiction – Edwin’s Haircut

iii. End of third trimester – Level L – Nonfiction – Giants of the Sea

5. Use the Leveling Guidelines to determine below, above, or on level for report card comments.

6. Complete an Assessment Summary form for each student.  Record all Fountas & Pinnell assessments given to the student throughout the entire year.  Place this form in the student’s cumulative file.

7. Handy teacher manual reference pages in the Assessment Guide

Topic
System 1
System 2

Assessment At-A-Glance
Inside front cover
Inside front cover

Coding and Scoring At-A-Glance
Inside back cover
Inside back cover

Ways to have good comprehension conversation
Page 32
Page 33

Determining Three Levels
Page 48
Page 50

Finding the Instructional Level When the Numbers Don’t Match Up Perfectly
Page 50-51
Page 51-52

Level Correspondence
Page 70
Page 70

Features of Text
Page 119-146
Page 116-146

8. Handy reference pages in the Assessment Forms manual.

Topic 
System 1
System 2

Guide For Observing and Noting Reading Behaviors
p. 394-395
p. 396-397

Scoring and Analysis  At-A-Glance
p. 396
p. 398

9. Options

a. You can use the assessment system to find the child’s independent, instructional, and frustration level by following the directions in the manuals.  See page 48 in system 1 Assessment Guide and page 50 in System 2 Assessment Guide.

b. You can deeply analyze a child’s errors by using the structure, meaning, and visual miscues.  See page 53 in system 1 Assessment Guide or page 53-54 in the System 2 Assessment Guide.

10. See the Continuum of Literacy Learning for specific information about curriculum components that can be used in instruction.

Leveling Guidelines 

Use this chart to determine reading levels to record in the reading comment section of the report cards.

Kindergarten


1st Trimester
2nd Trimester
3rd Trimester

Above*
B and above
C and above
D and above

On
A
B
C

Below
Not yet reading
A and not yet reading
B and below

First Grade


1st Trimester
2nd Trimester
3rd Trimester

Above*
E and above
G and above
I and above

On
D
F
H

Below
C and below
E and below
G and below

Second Grade


1st Trimester
2nd Trimester
3rd Trimester

Above*
J and above
L and above
M and above

On
I
K
L

Below
H and below
J and below
K and below

* Students must score independent on accuracy, comprehension and fluency to be

   placed at above level.
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