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Reading and Writing

-To children

Reading Aloud

Large Chart Writing

- With children

Shared reading and writing (Kid Writing)

Guided reading and writing

Interactive writing

Reading and Writing Workshop

Mini Lessons

- By children

Independent reading

Just Right Books

Independent Writing

Reliable sounds = b  d  j  k  p  t  v  z  b  m

Unreliable = hard c  f  hard g  h  l  n  r  s  w  y

Hard = q  x

Interactive Writing 

Purpose – write to remember it

Invite children to fill in 1 or 2 sounds in a short poem and you finish the rest. As the year goes on, add more sounds and words.

If a child makes a mistake, glue stick a small piece of paper with the correct letter or word over it. You can call it “oops tape” or a “word band-aid.”

Build confidence through success.

Say “Draw a story.” Instead of “Draw a picture.” 

A drawing is a prewriting organizer.

When the child has enough of a picture to anchor his/her story then he/she can write with the teacher.

Standards of Writing include 4 genres

Narrative (kids do this the most) 

Today we’re going to write about something that really happened. 
Response to literature and creating literature


Today we’re going to write about the story we just read.
Today we’re going to make up a story. 
Informational
Functional writing (how to book)

During writing you are teaching phonics, mechanics and content.

You should converse while writing.

We want them to write the way they speak.

Point out story elements while reading books aloud.  Then while writing use the same story element words. Quiet as a Cricket shows use of simile.

How is your story going to begin? Write that then work on the next part. Don’t try to write the whole story all at once.

Use of periods is a high level skill.

“Punctuation doesn’t need to be in place in Kdg and 1st grade.”

Isabell Cardonick  7/19/07

Point out punctuation when you do shared reading.

Model!  Nurture!  Celebrate!

Interweave the word of the week into several activities.

Read a book with the word “look” in it.

Add the word “look” to the word wall.

Use “look” in your Welcome Message.

  (Look for words that have a “ t ” in them and write them on your whiteboard.)

Make The Look Book

 (Glue/tape each child’s photo on his/her own page. Take turns taking the book home to read and learn the names of the children in the class.)

Look, look,

Who do you see?

I see _____

Looking at me!

Parent volunteers need to understand the philosophy. We want the children to write in a risk free environment so everything they write is wonderful. 

Keep saying the whole word but move your emphasis to accentuate the different sounds each time you say it for the child. It’s like a moving target.

ttturtle turrrrtle turtttle turtllle  

Don’t sound out each letter and don’t isolate letters/sounds, “br” is not “burr.” With a word like “brought” let them guess then during adult writing say, “Isn’t that tricky?” o-u-g-h-t  With “blends” you might say, “Some letters stick together,” like the “br” in “brought.”

In Sept one letter can stand for a word or they can use a magic line. We are not trying to get the spelling correct. We are practicing what letters make what sounds so we can make good guesses when we write. We are working towards sensible phonetic spelling.

While writing some children may blurt out letters others are trying to guess. Tell them, “Thanks for helping.” Give each child wait time to think and to give time for deep thinking. Power per minute is increased when others help.

Teach chunks in your mini lessons and show where children used them while writing. The crowns provide rhyme and visual association. Have 3 crowns in use at one time. Retire and intro a new one so you don’t overwhelm them.  You want them to learn high-frequency words so they don’t keep sounding them out phonetically.

Teach at the beginning of the year: 

There are letters, chunks, and words.

                    r          ar               are

Shared Writing - KWL Chart – use vocabulary you wouldn’t otherwise use.

Reading comprehension breaks down because of unknown vocabulary.

What do you “wonder?” 

Maybes – Maybe this is the answer to my wondering?

Model thinking out loud. Let children help fill out the chart by adding the letters, chunks, and words. Every day reread the chart.

Morning Message is more like the writing you want them to do. Do the writing while they are watching you. Have them circle letters or words. For children with limited letter knowledge, invite them to circle a letter or word they know and tell the class.

Play The Notice Game. I noticed that “yes”terday has “yes” in it.

Make a Venn diagram to make knowledge stick.

How are these two things alike and different?

Children like to read books with their name in it. 

Look, Look, What Do You See? Book

Tune : Skip to My Lou

Phonetic Alphabet Song (say /b/ not “buh”)

A says /a/ for apple

B says /b/ for baby…

Alternate endings:

We’re learning all the letters. or

You’re getting smarter every day.

Because Song

Tune: Mary Had a Little Lamb

B – e – c – a – u – s – e

B – e – c – a – u – s – e

B – e – c – a – u – s – e

Because, because, because!

*****

Put high frequency words on the Word Wall.

Some words are bold and can be used to make new words.

No names or content words should be on the Word Wall.

The cards should be white and not different colors.

Don’t cut out the shape around the word to show configuration.

Flashlight Game for the Word Wall

Give a child the flashlight to shine on a word. Choose a child to read the word. If correct that child is next to shine on a word, etc.

Word Cheer

Give me a “D”

Give me an “O”

What word do you have?

“DO!”

Kid Crown Alternatives

Use a can and cover it. Decorate it. 

Put 10 word cards in each can for children to take to their seats.

“fuzz of was” – use cotton to show “fuzz” instead of the “buzz of was”

“king of ing” 

By mid-year the children should write the date by themselves

Mini lessons are always done on a whiteboard.

Model how to do Quick Share. It is just a few minutes but do share their writing. Every child needs an audience.

You can use “plate holders” as stands to display books or journals.

2 praises and a push

PUSH – “Let’s think about what ___ is ready to learn. These look like letters. I think he is ready to make the letter “t.” Watch how I make it.” Then let the child come up and put the letter “t” in a word you are writing. Other children can make letters in the air to practice.

Getting started

Our goal is sensible phonetic spelling and natural language flow.

Even if they are ready to write on their own we need to meet with them to make sure they are developing their ideas.

Decide where writing should take place, on the floor or at a table. It should be a social experience. Make a rule that the children can only write in their own journal. “You may only use your words to help others.” 

You may not get to every child every day. 
Have a mini alphabet chart that matches your big alphabet posters for children to refer to.
Practice marker management. Have kids practice clicking on the lid. Use one marker at a time and click the lid after using each color.
Convey the idea that there needs to be something written for every spoken word. Your story needs to match your drawing. Demonstrate in your journal for about a week. Teach them how to draw their picture. Model in your own teacher journal. Direct a child to “draw a story” and ask questions to generate ideas. Then ask the child to tell his/her story. Point and show where to start writing. Rephrase the child’s story into a sentence. “Let’s say, ______. 

In September a child may write only one letter to represent each word. After the child guesses and writes, have the child reread from the beginning of their sentence each time. Don’t correct them while they’re writing. Remain focused on their story’s meaning and not on spaces, etc. Encourage the child to “Write what you think it is.” Do your adult writing in pencil, pointing out all the child’s correct guesses. Praise! “Let’s read the adult writing together.” Let the child try to reread the adult writing a second time on his/her own.

When a child is finished:


Reread other stories


Start the next day’s drawing


Help other children


Pick out a book to read

Kids learn to read through their writing. 

80% of their writing should be unprompted.

Mini Lessons to show and practice how to ask questions.

3 children may ask a question when a child shares their writing.

Ask questions – What would other children want to know?

Their purpose in writing should be their story and not producing 5 sentences.

Whole Class Mini Lessons

1, 2, or 3 can share depending on the time you have.

Pick one thing you want the child to learn.

Adult writing is direct instruction. 

You are teaching consonants, chunks, digraphs, capitals.
Children read back adult writing at the bottom of the page.
When a child shares, you read the story out loud to model fluency and expression, not the child. Children can ask 2-3 questions. If there is a problem in the story have 2 children suggest “maybe” this can happen next.

How to teach questioning

You can use Nursery Rhymes to practice questioning.

There are thick and thin questions.

Thin= Where did Humpty fall? When did he fall?

Thick= Why did Humpty fall? How? What if?

Model types of questions.

I’m going to ask a “why” question… then as the children are writing they start asking themselves the questions.

In September have each child write so you can have a baseline to compare  to throughout the year.

At the end of each report period fill in the continuum in the folder. 

Highlight from left to right to show the child’s progress.
