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Artifacts and Puzzles

1) Explain that the bones and teeth are not dinosaur fossils. Any guesses as to what animal the bones may have come from? (goat, deer) Explain how fragile (breakable) these real bones are and encourage care when handling them.
2) Show the shell fossils in the flat rocks that came from Missouri. 
At one time there was water covering part of Missouri and these are underwater fossils found by a high school teacher Mrs. Jones knows. 
Show where Missouri is on the map. 
3) Show the claws Mrs. Jones got from a museum and how the meat eating dinosaur used the claw to rip open skin so it could bite the meat to eat. 
4) Show the antlers and how a deer defends or fights using them.

Show the goat skull and relate them to the horns on dinosaurs.

4) Show the big shell and let each child hold it up to his/her ear.
Show the teeth in the shark jaws. The angle of the bite helps it hold onto its food. Show where the mouth is on the seastar. 
3) After looking at the artifacts the children can put the T-Rex floor puzzle together. Don’t break it apart after each group moves on. Let a group add to it until it is complete. Children can look at it from neighboring groups. Then break it apart and start over again. 

